Sample Newsletter Announcement for Idle Reduction:

<Please feel free to edit>
Idle-Free School Zone
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Young Lungs at Work




Feel good helping keep the air we share healthier at <insert the name of your school here>! Turn off your engine when you are waiting to pickup children from school. Vehicle idling wastes fuel, pollutes the air and is a health concern for children and drivers. 
Harmful gases and small particles emitted from vehicles accumulate around an idling vehicle and can irritate the respiratory system. Children are most at risk because they breathe faster than adults, taking in more air per pound of body weight especially those with pre-existing respiratory illnesses such as asthma. In Johnson County, one in every ten children has asthma. By eliminating unnecessary idling, you can help improve air quality and the health of your community. 

In Johnson County, nearly half of the pollution sources that lead to ground-level ozone come from vehicle emissions. Ground-level ozone is the biggest air quality problem in the Kansas City area and can cause irritation to the respiratory system, inflaming the lung’s lining and causing scars in the lungs. An idle-free school improves the air in the immediate surroundings and it also reduces the formation of ground-level ozone. In addition to health benefits of anti-idling, drivers save money and resources! 
Please participate in our school’s idle-free policy and feel good about turning off your engine when waiting to pickup your children from school.

Myth:  Shutting off and restarting your vehicle is hard on the engine and uses more gas than if you leave it running. 

Reality: Over 30 seconds of idling uses more fuel than restarting the engine. Frequent restarting has little impact on engine components. 

Idling = Air Pollution

Idling = Wasted Money

Idling = Zero Miles per Gallon

Idling = Ground-Level Ozone Formation

Idling = Green House Gases

Idling = Asthma Irritation

Idling = Health Problems Especially for Children
Idle-Free = Cleaner Air and Happier Lungs!







